The Prophetic Voice MPNIEOURSE
p SACREDTEXTS

Hebrew Scripture and Public Life SHARED CIVIC LIFE

With Benjamin Sax, Ph.D.,
ICJS Jewish scholar

WEDNESDAYS
APRILTS, 22, AND 29,2026
7:00-8:30 PM ET ONLINE

‘ l CJ s INSTITUTE FOR

ISLAMIC : CHRISTIAN ¢ JEWISH STUDIES




ﬁ‘\.:_'_‘\'.‘
o *~\. ?
TTNNIEN

o

T TEyn 80
S T 8o o DT INKRE 8D
T X P AR e k&
TmEN {%a BT RO
g marn MY erhmoen 32
TEM RN L@ TN o ’31

@ICJSBaltimore




Patty Krawec

»,-;_;, -S =

BECOMING KIN

An Indigenous Call to Unforgetting
the Past and Reimagining Our Future

PATTY KRAWEC
FOREWORD BY NICK ESTES
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\wish View
of Justice
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Whoever destroys a soul, it is considered as if he
destroyed an entire world. And whoever saves a life,
it is considered as if he saved an entire world.
(Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5)

Grounding in
Core Texts
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Do not deal basely with members of your
people. Do not profit by the blood of your fellow:
| am G-d. (Leviticus 19:16) . 5
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'g?c,s Torah as a Blueprint for Justice

e Torahisnot a privatized religion but a
, hot ascetic distancing from
the world, but a with,
and enmeshment in, the messy realities
of living together day in and day out.

e Jewish traditionis about

e The Torah’s vision extends to economics
and politics too.
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'g?c,s Torah as a Blueprint for Justice

e The lsraelites are called to build a
society in which:

o the weak are protected from those
who would prey on them,

o poverty is robbed of its tyrannical
power,

o the people see one another, across
lines of wealth, prestige, and status,
as family.
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'g?c,s Torah as a Blueprint for Justice

e Israel’s fidelity to Torah will be
measured, in large part, by the kind of
society, and by the kinds of social
relationships, it creates.

e Ultimately the character of Israel’s life is
intended to

@ICJSBaltimore



".',’c,s To be Human is to be Accountable

“ITlo be human is to be accountable. In contrast to other
animals, the Mishnah teaches, human beings are always
held responsible for our actions.”’

- Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel,
commenting on Mishnah Bava
Kamma 2:2



Humanity and
Accountability

whether or not to live up to
that responsibility.

argue for
justice and plead for mercy.

all are implicated.
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The Death Penalty
in Jewish Tradition
& Practice
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Death Penalty:
Principle, Not
Practice

more of a principle than a
practice.
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Death Penalty:
Principle, Not
Practice

@ICJSBaltimore

underscore the
severity of the sin, rather than the
expectation of death.

which were
extremely stringent.



Y.< Mishnah Makkot 1:10
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The mitzva to establish a Sanhedrin with the authority to administer capital
punishments is in effect both in Eretz Yisrael and outside Eretz Yisrael. A Sanhedrin
that executes a transgressor once in seven years is characterized as a destructive
tribunal. Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya says: This categorization applies to a Sanhedrin
that executes a transgressor once in seventy years.



Mishnah
Sanhedrin 1:4

THE SANHEDRIM IN SESSION.
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Y.< Mishnah Makkot 1:10
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Rabbi Tarfon and Rabbi Akiva say: If we had been members of the Sanhedrin, we
would have conducted trials in a manner whereby no person would have ever been
executed. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: In adopting that approach, they too
would increase the number of murderers among the Jewish people. The death
penalty would lose its deterrent value, as all potential murderers would know that

no one is ever executed.



' The Case of the
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Y. LawofthePursuer
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“And these are the people whom one must save with their lives [meaning, killing the
wrongdoer]: one who pursues his fellow to kill him; one who pursues a man or
woman [to rape them]; but one who pursues an animal, desecrates the Sabbath, or
commits idolatry are not saved with their lives.” (BT Sanhedrin 73a)
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Law of the
Pursuer
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he Death Penalty
and Living with
Violence
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“Investigation of the Baltimore Police Department,” U.S. Department of

Justice, Civil Rights Division, August 10, 2016

indirectly encourages foot pursuit

added pressure to engage in
pursuit




“Investigation of the Baltimore Police Department,” U.S. Department of

Justice, Civil Rights Division, August 10, 2016

80% of individuals showing said
characteristics will be unarmed.




“Investigation of the Baltimore Police Department,” U.S. Department of

Justice, Civil Rights Division, August 10, 2016

“[Tlhe mere possession of a firearm by a
suspect is not enough to permit the use of
deadly force.




The Case of
Andrew

“Investigation of the
Baltimore Police
Department,” U.S.
Department of Justice,
Civil Rights Division,
August 10, 2016

(Emphasis Added) the officer believed to be ‘a

”»”

characteristic of an armed person.
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“The officer abandoned the call for service that
The Case of he had been responding to and

Andrew

Andrew entered a residential home from the
back porch and locked the door behind him.”

“The officer, ‘[blelieving that he might be
armed, and fearing that the house he entered
might not have been his, and also fearing that
any evidence or contraband/weapons he may
have on him would be destroyed/concealed,
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The Case of
Andrew
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“If Andrew had been armed,

Andrew ran to the front door
where the officer caught up to him and
attempted to make an arrest—the officer did
not specify the crime for which he was
attempting to make the arrest.”

“While the two were ‘struggl[ing] at the front
door, a pit bull charged at them from inside

the house.”
€y
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The Case of “The officer withdrew his service weapon

Andrew

Eventually, to avoid the dog, the officer
let Andrew run out the front door and
continued to pursue on foot.”

because he believed Andrew ‘was involved in
illegal activity, suspected he ‘had entered an
unknown house, ‘might be armed, and ‘had
already resisted all attempts to apprehend

”)

him.
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The Case of “The officer tased Andrew two times, as the
Andrew

first deployment was not effective. After
taking him into custody,

and was eventually
determined, at a later, unknown time, to have
an open warrant.”

“The reason for the officer’s force listed in his
use of force report was that the ‘suspect

”»m

refused to comply.
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The Case of The investigation concluded in this case:

Andrew e “This officer
that endangered himself, the individual he
pursued, and a homeowner, and damaged a
homeowner’s property.”

e “The officer’s use of force against Andrew
was
particularly given the
officer’s own training on the likelihood that
the individual was armed.”
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Who is the
Rodef in this
Scenario?
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Questions for Breakout Rooms

Is an armed person a
potential Rodef?

armed police officers?

How do we know when
our lives are endangered?



