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Textual Interpretation: Exegesis vs. Eisegesis




Deeper into Jewish Textual Interpretation: PaRDeS
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Three Biblical Narratives About Water:
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Rabbi Levi raised a contradiction: ‘it is written: the
. earth and all it contains is the Lord’s [Psalm 24:1], and it
Ba bylon Ian is written elsewhere: the heavens are the Lord’s and
Ta | mud the earth He has given over to humanity [Psalm
115:16]. There is clearly a contradiction with regard to

Bera khOt 353 whom the earth belongs.

[Rabbi Levi] himself resolves the contradiction: ‘this is
not difficult. Here, the verse that says the earth is the
Lord’s refers to the situation before a blessing is
recited, and here, where it says that He has given the
earth to humanity refers to after a blessing is
recited...yet...one is forbidden to derive benefit from
this world without a blessing’
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The First
Word

The first letter is Bet.

Bet is a preposition that
requires a vowel to
determine its meaning.

It can mean:

“Ina...”
“In the...”
‘Ata..”
‘At the...”
“When..."




The First
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Looking at the Ineffable Name of G-d
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Looking at the Ineffable Name of G-d
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Looking at the Ineffable Name of G-d




Jeremiah
17:13
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G-d is the Fount of
living waters
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More Vocabulary

mem
Yam
Yamim
Mayyim
Mayyim

Shin Mayyim Shamayyim
Shamayyim
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Genesis 1:1-2
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When G-d began to create the heaven(s) [ha-shamayyim]
and the earth, and the earth was welter and waste and
darkness over the deep and G-d’s breath was hovering

over the water(s) [ha-mayyim]



Y. Genesis 1:3-5
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G-d said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. G-d saw that
the light was good, and G-d divided [va-yavdel] the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day—and called the darkness
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, a first day.



Y. Genesis 1:6-7
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And G-d said, “Let there be a vault in the midst of the water(s)
[ha-mayyim], and let it divide [mavdil] water(s) from water(s)
[beyn hamayyim lamayyim].” And G-d made the vault and
divided [va-yavdel] the water [ha-mayyim] beneath the vault
from water [ha-mayyim] above the vault, and so it was.



Y. Genesis 1:8-9
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And G-d called the vault Heaven(s) [Shamyyim], and it was
evening and it was morning, second day. And G-d said, “Let
the water(s) [ha-mayyim] under the Heaven(s)
[ha-shamayyim] be gathered in one place so that the dry land
will appear,” and so it was.



Y.< Genesis 1:10
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And G-d called the dry land Earth and the gathering of the
water(s) [ha-mayyim] G-d called Seas [yamim], and G-d saw
that it was good.”



Did G-d Create
Water?
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Let’s Meet at
the Well

@ICJSBaltimore




Water, Nature
& Torah
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The Power
of Water:
The Flood
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%< Another Contradiction? The Flood

Genesis 6:5-8 Genesis 8:21

“And the Lord saw that the evil of the “And the Lord smelled the fragrant odor
human creature was great on the and the Lord said in His heart, ‘I will not
earth and that every scheme of his again damn the soil on humankind'’s
heart’s devising was only perpetually score. For the devisings of the human
evil...and the Lord said, ‘I will wipe out heart are evil from youth. And | will not |
the human race...for | regret that | strike down all living things as | did.”
have made them.”

How can humanity’s problematic nature serve as grounds for both G-d’s
harsh judgment and for G-d’s overwhelming mercy?
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h as Water
Water as Torah

9

The Exodus
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The Israelites are the ivrim: Those Who Crossover




¥ . Exodus 15:22
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Then Moses caused Israel to set out from the Sea of Reeds.
They went on into the wilderness of Shur; they traveled three
days in the wilderness and found no water.




Thirsty for
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Water as a
Metaphor for
Torah
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Torah as Water;
Water as Torah
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Connecting Our € \\hen 3 city doesn’t generate enough
Learning tax-revenue because property taxes
don’t bring in enough money, poor
people who live there are punished
with higher utility bills. It’s very
regressive thinking, asking poor
people to pay a higher share of their
income than other residents for basic
public health protections like water
or adequate plumbing. )
Mona Hanna ,
5 €y
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Connecting Our €€ Flint had miles of old pipes underground
Learnin that needed repair and replacement. In

g 2014 the city pipes were leaking between
20 and 40 percent of their load, which
meant residents and business owners had
to pay for those water loses.

The average annual Flint residential water
bill in 2015 was $864—about $300 more
than in any other city in Michigan. In fact,
it was the highest in the nation.
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Plenary




