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Course
Outline

@ICJSbaltimore

Class 1: Theological Foundations:
God in the Qur’an

Class 2: Embodied Practice:
God in the Life of Prophet Muhammad

Class 3: Culture and Context:
God in American Muslim Life
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Course
Objectives

@ICJSbaltimore

Gain basic religious literacy on Muslim
conceptions of God

Explore how Islamic views of God impact
human life

Uncover a Qur’anic posture of interreligious
dialogue that affirms sameness and difference

alike
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@ICJSbaltimore

7:00-7:05 p.m.
7:05-7:10 p.m.
7:10-7:30 p.m.

7:30-8:00 p.m

8:00-8:25 p.m.
8:25-8:30 p.m.

Introduction
Course Outline and Objectives
Small-group #1

Theological Foundations: The Qur’an

Small-group #2
Plenary
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A Texas school board rejects 'In God We Trust' si
Arabic



https://www.npr.org/2022/08/31/1120239381/texas-in-god-we-trust-arabic-signs-chaz-stevens
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/31/1120239381/texas-in-god-we-trust-arabic-signs-chaz-stevens

Malaysia High Court rules Christians can use Allah



https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-56356212

The prevalent belief that [religious] traditions worship
Small GI"OUp different gods is directly linked to increased hostility and
#1 violence around the globe. Theological wars fuel real
wars.

(Miroslav Volf, Allah: A Christian Response)
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» Briefly introduce yourself
* Discuss Allah in national and international news in

Allah\

light of Volf's statement. What do you think is at

-

issue in these two scenarios?

* What do you think are the underlying causes for

tension and conflict? ' ’
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Allah in the




Etymologically, Allah comes from the same root as
the Biblical words EI6him, ha-El6him, and ha-Elbh
ONE GOD (all meaning “God”) invoked by the. Hebr_emi
Many Names prophets and the Aramaic and Syriac Alaha
(“God”) used by John the Baptist and Jesus.

Elohim derives from elbh (Hebrew for “god”), and
Alaha is an emphatic form of alah (Aramaic/Syriac
for “god”), while Allah is connected to ilah (Arabic
for “god”). All three of these Semitic words for
“‘god” — elbh, alah, and ilah — are etymologically
equivalent. The slight modifications between them
reflect different pronunciations conforming to the
historical pattern of morphological shifts in each

tongue.
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ONE GOD
Many Names

s NAWAWI

©2004. All rights reserved.

They are akin to the variations we find, for
example, between the Latin, Spanish, and
Italian words for God (Deus, Dios, and Dio) or
the English and German (God and Gott).
Elohim, Alaha, and Allah are all cognates —
sister words — deriving from a common
proto-Semitic root, which, according to one
standard view, was the root 'LH, conveying
the primary sense of “to worship.” The
fundamental linguistic meaning of the three
Abrahamic cognates for God — EIbhim, Alaha,
and Allah — is “the one who is worshiped.”

(Umar Faruq Abdallah,
One God many Names) ' ’
fic)s



https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54eb86afe4b0b896afa4080a/t/58d988d0893fc0c8f57e4070/1490816959338/One+God%2C+Many+Names

God in the
Qur’an * ALLAH (al-ilah) - The One God

* Qur’an: God speaks

}
/a w / * Divine Names in the Qur’an
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Distance and
Nearness of God

Distance of God - Tanzih
Declaring the Incomparability of God

Transcendent nature of God
Nothing is like Him (Q 42:11)
And there is none like unto Him (Q 112: 4)

Nearness of God - Tashbih
Affirming Similarity with God
Immmanence nature of God

And when | have fashioned him and breathed into him of My
Spirit (ruhi), then fall down before him prostrate (Q 38:72)

And indeed We have created the human being,
and We know whatever thoughts his inner self
develops, and We are closer to him than his

jugular vein." (Q 50:16) ‘ l CJ s


https://www.amazon.com/Study-Quran-New-Translation-Commentary/dp/0061125873

Divine Names

o ’ Al-asma al-husna (The Most Beautiful
in the Qur’an Names)

- Call upon God, or call upon The
ALGHAZALI Merciful: whichsoever you call upon,
THE NINETY-NINE

BEAUTIFUL NAMES fo God belong the most beautiful
OF GO D-al-Magsad al-asna

fi sharh asma’Allah al-husna Names (Q 1 7 1 1 O)

translated with Notes by

DAVID B. BURRELL
and NAZIH DAHER

1) The Attributes of Beauty (Jamal)

2) The Attributes of Glory (Jalal) '
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https://www.amazon.com/Al-Ghazali-Ninety-nine-Beautiful-Names-Ghazali/dp/0946621314/ref=sr_1_1?crid=10YLR25ZE87NY&keywords=Imam+ghazali+divine+names&qid=1667316088&s=instant-video&sprefix=imam+ghazali+divine+names%2Cinstant-video%2C73&sr=1-1

Whatever is in the heavens and the earth glorifies God, and He is
G o d in th e the Mighty, the Wise. To Him belongs sovereignty over the

heavens and the earth. He gives life and causes death, and He is
powerful over all things. He is the First, the Last, the Outward,
and the Inward; and He is Knower of all things. (Q 57:1-3)

So, do not invent similitudes for God. Surely God knows and you
do not know (Q 16:47)

Say, “He, God, is One. God, the Eternally Sufficient to Himself.
He begets not, nor was He begotten. And none is like unto Him.
(Q112:1-4)

The Originator of the heavens and the earth, He [God] has
appointed for you mates from among yourselves and has
appointed mates also among cattle. He multiplies you thereby;
nothing is like unto Him, yet He is the Hearer, the Seer (Q 42:11)
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o O humankind! You are needful of God; and He is the
God in the Self-Sufficient, the Praised (Q 35:15)

He is the Only True God in the heavens and the earth. He
knows whatever you conceal and whatever you reveal, and
knows whatever you do. (Q 6:3)

Surely, We have created each and every thing by measure (Q
54:49)

With Him are the keys of the unseen. None knows them but
He. He knows what is on land and sea; no leaf falls but that He
knows it, nor any seed in the dark recesses of the earth, nor
anything moist or dry, but that it is not written in a clear record
(Q 6:59)

And when My servants ask you, concerning Me - indeed | am
neatr. | respond to the invocation of the supplicant when he
calls upon Me. So let them respond to Me and

believe in Me that they may be guided. (Q 2:186) ' ’
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The Qur’an

A new translation by M.A.S. Abdel Haleem



https://www.amazon.com/Quran-Oxford-Worlds-Classics/dp/0199535957/ref=asc_df_0199535957/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312009360408&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2665883673362816552&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9007895&hvtargid=pla-433874526445&psc=1&tag=&ref=&adgrpid=60223809297&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=312009360408&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2665883673362816552&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9007895&hvtargid=pla-433874526445

Small group
#2

Based on the reading and
presentation, what are some basic
features of the Islamic conception of
God?

What has surprised you in that
regard?
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Maher Zain

Close to You
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Up-Pyph8wbk

